IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants): Ichinoseetal. 
Appl. No.: 10/569,009 
Conf.No.: 1746 
Filed: February 2 1,2006 

Title: INFORMATION RECORDING PROCESSING DEVICE, INFORMATION 

REPRODUCTION PROCESSING DEVICE, INFORMATION RECORDESTG 
MEDIUM AND METHOD, AND COMPUTER PROGRAM. 

Art Unit: 2627 

Examiner: Unknown 

Docket No.: 112857-531 



Connnissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith is an Information Disclosvire Statement for consideration in the 
above-identified application. In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 
1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 1.98, Applicants request that a citation and examination of the references 
cited on the enclosed PTO-1449 form be made during the course of examination of the above- 
identified tq)plication for United States patent Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.98, copies of any cited 
foreign patent documents and non-patent documents are enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

[X] Within three months of filing of a national application; within three months of the 
date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.491 in an 
international plication; before the mailing date of a first Office Action on die 
merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request 
for Continued Examination. 

[ ] After the period specified above, but before the mailing date of a Final Action 
under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action 
that otherwise closes prosecution in the application and is accompanied by one of: 

[ ] Payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p); or 

[ ] The certification specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e) follows. 

[ ] After the mailing date of a Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of 
Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that otherwise closes prosecution in 
the application and is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p) and the 
certification specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e) follows. 
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[ ] The unddsigned counsel for applicant(s) hereby certifies each item of information 
contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in any communication fiom a foreign patent ofSce in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

[ ] The undersigned counsel for applicant(s) hereby certifies that no item of 
information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
£q>plication, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the accompanying hiformation 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of the Infotmation Disclosure 
Statement. 

[X] A copy of a Search Report &om a corresponding foreign patent application is 
enclosed. 

[ ] A check in the amount of $ 180 to cover the required fee is enclosed. 

[ ] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ 180 to cover the 
required fee to Deposit Account No. 02-1818. 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-1 81 8. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a search report associated with corresponding 
Japanese patent application, No. 2003-319591. The search report issued on 
September 5, 2006, where references cited therein are submitted and identified in 
this hifonnation Disclosure Statement. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Thomas C. BaSo 
Reg. No. 46,541 
Customer No. 29175 



Dated: December 18. 2006 
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The submitted reference was prepared by a foreign Patent OfiHce, 

and is directed to a foreign counterpart application to the 
present US Patent Application. Consistent with Applicant's duty 

of disclosure under 37 CFR 1.56, Applicant recognizes that 
the Examiner may consider it relevant when making a patentability 
determination. However, this submission should not be misconstrued 
as an admission by the Applicant that the reference is either 
relevant or not relevant to patentability, especially since the 
reference was prepared by a foreign Patent OfBce that is 
governed by a diflferent body of law than the USPTO. 

Nevertheless, m the interest of fiill disclosure and good faith. Applicant 
submits the reference for consideration by the Examiner, and requests 
that the Examiner initial the attached Form PTO 1449, indicating the 
Examiner has considered this reference. 
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Notification of Reasons for Refusal 

Patent application number 2003 - 31 9591 

Drafting date August 28, 2006 

Examiner l\/1atsuhira Sugum 3146 5Q00 

Representative of the applicant l\^iyata MasaakI (two partners) 

Applicable articles Article 29 paragraph 2 



This application should be refused according to the following reasons. If any arguments 
on these reasons for refusal exist, please file an argument within 60 days from the sending 
date of this notification. 

Reasons 

(Reason 1 ) 

Because the invention relating to the following claims in this application, is an invention 
could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the patent application, by a person with 
common knowledge in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of an invention 
described in the following publications distributed in Japan prior to the filling of the patent 
application, or on the basis of an invention which could be utilized by the publics through 
the telecommunication lines, the right to the patent shall not be granted in accordance with 
the provision of the article 29, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 



Note (please refer to the list of references for the cited references) 



(Reason 1) 



. Claims: 1, 2, 5 ~ 9, 11 , 12 , 15 - 19 , 22 - 26, 28 - 30, 

• Cited references: 1 ~ 3 
. Note: 

For the invention reiating to claims 1, 5, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 28, and 29, an invention has 
been described in paragraph [0017], paragraph [0032] - [0035], paragraph [0045] - [0047], 
paragraph [0050] ~ [0064], paragraph [0071], and [Figure 1] - [Figure 12] of cited reference 
1 on that EFM modulation is perfbnned for the recorded data, and DSV ('data character' in 
claims of this application) in the special data area recording special data (conesponding to 
"additional data" in claims of this application) such as the data for protecting the data 
security (especially please refer to paragraph [0017] ) is judged, as well as the set of 
connection bit (comesponding to "configuration bit of a data-changeable data parT in 
claims of this application) is controlled corresponding to the bit value of additional data and 
the data character of additional data. 



P. 2 

For the invention relating to claims 2, 9, 12, 19, 25, 26, and 30, an invention of recording 
system information of data encryption as user control data (especially please refer to 
paragraph [0072] and paragraph [0075]) has been described in paragraph [0068] ~ 
paragraph [0078], [Figure 14], [Figure 15], and cited reference 2. 

It has no particular difficulty to apply the invention described in cited reference 2 to the 
invention described in cited reference 1 and to record the additional data described In cited 
reference 1 as user control data. 

For the invention relating to claims 6, 7, 16, 17, 23, 24, as the w/ell l<nown modulation 
method In disc, RLL (1-7) modulation which transfomis 2 bit data word to 3 bit code word 
has been described in "(1) (1 - 7) modulation method", page 83 - page 84 of cited 
reference 3. 

It Is a design choice which could be realized easily by a person skilled in the art to apply 
the Invention described in cited reference 1 into the well itnown modulation method 
described In cited reference 3. 

For the Inventions relating to claims except the claims indicated In this notification, no 
reasons for refusal are found at the present moment. New reasons for refusal will be 
notified as soon as they are found. 

List of cited references 

1. Kokai (unexamined patent publication) No.2003-45128 

2. Kokal (unexamined patent publication) No.2003 - 6997 

3. "Next Generation Optical Disc Technology", edited by Planning Division, TRICEPS 
Company, Page 83 - 84, February 1 , 1997 



Record of the result of tfie previous technique references searched 



• Searched Field 

IPC Edition 7 G11B20/18 

G11B20/10 

G11B20/14 

This record of the result of the previous technique references searched is not the reason 
for the refusal. 



P. 3 

if there are any inquiries atx>ut the content of this notification of reasons for refusal, or 
an interview wanted for this application, please contact with the following. 



Matsuhira Suguru, Information Storage, Fourth Patent Examination Department. 
TEL. 03 - 3581 - 1101 ext. 3590 
FAX. 03 - 3580 - 6906 
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